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SHEEP
---as a 4-H Club Project

Benefits You May Receive Are:

••
••
•
••
••

Experience in F ceding
Receive a Cash Income
An Opportunity to Exhibit
Judging and Demonstration
Participation in 4-H Activities
Knowledge of Market Grades
A Chance to Work with Others
Developing a Flock of Your Own
Learning to Know Good Livestock
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Build a Good Sheep Flock in 4~ H Club Work
Sheep Project
Have an Income of Your Own
A cash income of his very own is the natural
ambition of every farm boy. The sale of lambs
and wool helps to realize that ambition. At the
same time a boy builds up a flock of sheep and
makes good use of feed and pastures.

Learn About Sheep
"Learn while you earn" is a slogan which expresses one of the most important things about
4-H club work. In addition to the thrill of having a cash income, a 4-H sheep club member
learns many interesting facts about handling
sheep. He has the opportunity to become well
versed in such matters as how to pick out good
animals, how to care for sheep and lambs, how
to control animal diseases and how to improv<'
the flock. Great indeed is the satisfation of seeing your own lambs grow and fatten, especially
when you know that this is because of the things
you have learned to put into practice.

Develop a Flock
The goal of 4-H sheep club work is to develop a farm flock of which the member may be
proud. The program outlined in these brief paragraphs keeps this always in mind. Cash income
as you go along is important. Even more im-

portant is the great fund of experience and information gained, and the self confidence developed. The establishment of a good farm flock to
produce mutton, wool and lambs provides an income which enables the farm family to enjoy
better living.

are worthy of retention in the flock and these
should be fed out for the market. By June I a
decision should be reached on which to market
and which to keep. Those to be marketed should
be ear tagged or notched by the county agent if
they are to be entered in 4-H fat lamb shows or
market days.

Getting Started With Sheep
Each boy in a 4-H sheep club starts with two
or more ewes. They may be either purebred or
high grade, but in any case from good purebred sires. Ordinarily it is best to choose the
breed most common to the community and
there are many advantages if all members of a
local club have sheep of the same breed. Any
purchase of sheep should have the approval of
the parents, the local leader and the county
agent.

Showing and Marketing
Every 4-H sheep member should fit at least
one lamb for show. Qualified ewe and ram
lambs may be shown as breeding stock, the
others as fat lambs. Different methods are used
in fitting, of course. All members may exhibit
their lambs at the county achievement day. A
few will be certified for state showing, and all
may take part in district marketing days for fat
lambs sometime in August.

Feed and Equipment
A 4-H sheep club member must have a place
to keep his sheep, pasture for summer, shelter
and feed for winter. Plenty of feed, water and
properly fenced pastures are necessary for proper
care of sheep. If not already on hand, these
things must be obtained before a member can
proceed very far with his 4-H sheep project.

Fattening Lambs
Fattening and marketing lambs is an important part of the sheep project. Not all lambs

Special Activities
Preventing livestock losses in shipping is one
of the important things to be emphasized. In
this and other subjects, 4-H sheep members may
develop demonstration teams to take part in
state and interstate events. All members should
try out for the livestock judging team. A sheep
club member with a good record for several
years may be named the livestock winner of
county or state. Each year one sheep club member represents the boys of this project at the
National Club Congress in Chicago.

Select, Feed, Fatten, Exhibit and Market Good Animals

Thinking ofa4-HCl ub?H ere'stheStory
H ow a Club is Organized

Activities

A 4-H club is usually organized at a meeting of the
members, their parents, and the leaders of. the community. The club consists of five or more members and
an adult local leader. Each member fills out an application card which must be approved by one of the parents
and forwarded to the county agent. Members of the
club elect their own officers, usually a president, vice
president, secretary-treasurer and reporter. The county
agent will give all possible help to local groups wishing
to organize a 4-H club. Enrollments for first year clubs
must reach the State 4-H Club office in Brookings by
May 31; for reorganized clubs by January 31.

Each club decides for itself what activities to include
in the program. Every club should develop at least one
demonstration team. Nearly all clubs do some judging
at their meetings or at special judging schools or tours.
Members who have their project work up to date have
the privilege of attending summer camp. Throughout
the year, 4-H members may work on conservation,
electrification, home beautification, accident prevention,
photography and many other activities. The wise member limits his program of activities to those things which
he can really accomplish.

Who May Join

Exhibits

Membership in a 4-H club is open to any boy or girl
who is at least 10 years of age by J'une 1 and who has not
passed his twentieth birthday on January 1 of the current year. New members may be added to the club at
any time up to the closing date for enrollment. Those
in towns may join the club if they have facilities for
carrying on the project.

Exhibiting the finished product at an achievement
day or fair is one of the things expected of every member. Even though not entered in competition, the
products should be shown so that the community may
see the results. Usually at achievement days the very
best exhibits are selected for state or interstate and possibly national participation. The quality of the exhibit
has a bearing on the project achievement.

Program f or the Year

Report for the Year

Soon after the club is organized and officers elected,
the members draw up a program of work for the year.
This includes topics and demonstrations for each meeting. Meetings are usually held once a month, oftener if
necessary. Each member copies the complete program
into his program and record book and keeps a complete
record of each meeting. A number of activities may be
included in the program for the year. Music and health
should always be included.

A detailed report of finances and activities is called
for on October 1 so individual progress for the year may
be noted and summaries made for the club, county and
state. These reports are considered when determining
winners of county, state and interstate events.

L iterature Furnished
Record books and other necessary circulars arc
furnished for each member. These include the latest
available bulletins relating to the project. Record books
are supplied just as soon as the enrollment is sent to the
State 4-H Club office. The leader is supplied with a
sample of each bulletin available and he may request
such of these as are necessary for the members . Literature for activities outside of the project itself are supplied insofar as possible.

Recognition
Achievement certificates are presented at the close
of the year to each member completing the project.
Those who have consistently good achievement records
over a period of years are in line for special recognition
including gold medals for county winners, a trip to the
National Club Congress for the state winner and college
scholarships for national winners. These and other
forms of recognition come to those who do their very
best.
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